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(1) Oxford Dictionary of The Christian Church, P.59.
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ON THE FALL OF MAN.

Or Dialogue Between Justice and Merocy.

JUSTICE.
Good morning. Mercy, lo! the air is sweet,
Thee, in this place, I now rejoice to meet;
T was alons and wished thy face to ssn,—
T've long been waiting to converse with Ihn
MERCY.
Well, since we are met in this delightful place,
And here, with joy hehold each others face,
We'll now hegin, while on this favour'd spot,
For I s little leisure time have got.
JUSTICE.
Hark ! how the little birds atiract the air,—-
We may discourse without distraction there ;
RBeneath yon shady hower we'll take & seat,
And there our work we'll make complete.
MERCY.
With all my heart, we thither will repair,
That we may join in conversation there,
"Tis deck’d with flowers almost of every kind,

And there, methinks, we shall mueh pleasure find,

This charming music. und there plensant sights,
IRemids me of those pleasures ard delichts,
Which Adam once in Paradise possess’d,
While with his great Creator's image blest.
JUSTICE.
Well, here we fiod. when God dild man ereaie,
He placed Iim first in a true happy state
Buot, man Fom God did wickedle depart,
And Satan teok possession of his heart
MERCY.
Thy words are troe, [ onn withont dispute,
For man did eat of the forhidden froit;
He bronght distraction on the hnman race,
When he provoked Jehevah to his face.
JUSTICE.
Then, Mercy, can he still thy favour gain,
Since he has merited eternal pain—
Beneath my frown he must forever dwell,
And nought can save him from the lowest hell.
MERCY.
0, Justiee, hearken to my fervent praver,
And let not man be lefuin sad despair ;
For, 10! in Lis hehalf T will appear,
Though he hath sinned, I pray be not severe.
JUSTICE.
Canst thon still strive my anger to withdraw,
Since he has broken mv just and righteous law ;
0, hald thy peace. no fiuit on him is found;
I'll cut him down, why cumbereth he the ground *
MERCY.
Te not too rash in such a case as thix,
Though man hasfallen from his seat of bliss?
Some kindness o, w sinful worm impart,
And let compassion dwill within thy heart.
. JUSTICE.
Compassion, didst thou eny 2 This cannot be,
For he is now in favour still with thee ;
Sure sinful mun thou never canst restore,
Ite silent now and plead his cause no more.
MERCY.
Nay, but T will my utmast kindness show,
And suive to save him from eternal woe !
I long have strove 1 eves o'erflowed with tears,
But new, methinks, a glun]:u of light appears.
JUSTICE. )
A glimpse of hope, froin whence can this arise?

While cloads aml darkness spresd along the skies,
Behald ! the glittering sword is lified high;
Man is condemned, and he must surely die.
MERCY.
Nay, stop, methinks I can devise a plan,
Whereby we may restore rebeliious man.
JUSTICE.
Well, if thon eanst, he may his freedom get,
But rhough canst ne'er discharge the mighty debt;
1t seeins ton great e'er to be washed away,
Methinks ther's zone who ¢ vn the ransom pay.
MERCY.
Tt almost aeems imposible iUs true,
None less than infinite the work can dae,
For man by sia received a mortal wound;
Yot still, for him, I have a ransom found.
I lonyg have sought, nml now the work is done,
For God for hi h wffered up his son
And now beliel 1its his lofiy lhmno,
And stoops to earth, to inake salvation known,
Ie passes by the ranks of angele bright,
Forsaken the starry plains of Eeavenly light,
O love ine! T ser him coming now,
Sueet piry dwells upon his mystic hrow;
T view ldm now with rapturous amaze,
T'm lostin wonder while on ) [ gaza!
See how he smiles while e ng from ahove,
Ilis countenance bespeaks that be is love,
JUSTICE.
Then will he live a suffering life helaw,
'i o save lost man from everlasting woe,
MERCY
Yes, to a garden he does oft n-anrl.
And with his foilowers holds a private court ;
Now view him there whils sin does him surround,
Great drops of blood fall swilt's to the ground,
Hark! hiow he crivs to Goul in fervenl prayer,
Remave this cap, if thou this warid can spare ;
If ao, the puina of death 111 gladly shun,
Yet, uot my will, O God! but thine, be dona.
JUSTICE.
With that submission does he weep and pray,
But when, st length, will he the ransom pay ?
MERCY.
0, look around ! and now lift up thine eyes,
On yonder tree, behold, he bleeds and dies!
For sinful man he does the winepress tread,
He suffers this tu bruise the serpent’s head.
JUSTICE.
O what a glorions sacrifice is this,
Man is restored to everiasting bliss,
I must eonfess the glorivus work is done,
And, Mercy, now the vietory thou bast won
MERCY.
Well, I rejoice that man is wholly free,
In our discourses we shall now agree ;
Each other, now, we kinly will embrace,
Aud shout the trivmphs of redeeming grace.
JUSTICE.
On sinful man [ will no longer frown,
But lay the sword of dreadful vengeance down,
I'mo satiefied, my threatning wrath is o'er,
The debt is paid aud [ can ask oo more.

J. Harkuess, Printer, Church-st., Preston.
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